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THE I.OC'AI. OI'TIO.N atJBSTIOX,
Wc belleve wholly ln tho princlplo ot

local optlon ln the settlement of poli
tlcal or economlc questlons nffectlng
tho condltlons ln thls communlty. It is

Democratlc,' it ls wholesomc, lt ought
fb be offectlve. But, as we havo boen
adviscd, whlle nll things nro lawful
all thlngs nre not cxpodlent. Yester¬

day a number of mlnisters held nn Im¬

portant conference here to di.cuss thc

question oC holdlng an electlon on the

llquor issue. Thero wus much differ¬
ence of opinion among them ns to

what courso should bc adopted, and

after a debate, whloh -was at tlmes

somewhat personal and anlmated, the

.subject was roferred to a special com-

'mlttee to report. at a meotlng to bo.

held next Tuesday upon tho courso to

bo pursued. The proposltlon that nows-

pnper roportors hc excluded from thc

meetlng yesterday was vlgorously re-

slstod and overwhelmtngly defeated, a

large majority of thc mlnisters tak¬
ing part in the conferonce prefer-
rlng to «io tbelr work out ln the

open Instoad ot bchind closed doors.
Thls was a' wise and temperato decl¬

slon, ns there ls no newspaper In Rich¬

mond which wlll deny to the good men

engaged ln thc work of temperance a

square deal. We must assumo that

thoy are sincere ln thelr purposes; but

at the fS'nme tlme we must Inslst thnt

the newspapers are also well dlsposod
touchlng any matter of largo lmport¬
ance to tho communlty in which thoy
aro published.

lt cannot hc said that any one ot

thomen at tho meeting yesterday was

assoclated -with tho llquor interests or

lfifluenced by any personal, or political,
or business consideratlon ln his voto

upon thc questlon submitted to tho

conferenco for action. Yet a larsc
number of thoso present expressed re-

sonaMe doubt ns io tho expedlblicy ot
organlzlng a local option campaign atl
thls time, one ot ihe ministcrs say- \
Ing that we should not "go ahead ot the;
publlc consclence," another that i. lo-1
cal optlon electlon at this time would \>o
a mlstake, another that defent would
bo ovcrwhelmlng In Richmond if the
temperance peoplo woro not prepared
for the contest, another that "an elec¬
tlon now would tend to strcngthen the
llquor forces," another that nothing¦.

would be aceomplished without pre-1
paratlon, and still another contcndfngl
that lt ls doubtful that tho condltlon!
ot the llquor trafflc in Richmond could)
at present be Improved by a local op¬
tion electlon, tho numbor of saloons
hero having been reduced bv one-half
ln the last few ycars. The gratlfying
thing about the oxpresslon of thcsc
ylews was that no ono in the meetlng
or out of thc meetlng could attrlbutc
any unworthy inotlve to thoso respon¬
slble for them. ,,jA_f lca,st ten of tho
Tnlnlstors presnnt ."dissented frankly
from thc oplnlon of' other equally
serious minded men that a local option
campaign should bc organlzed at thls
tlme, and all of them were opposed to
Ih temperance. Really, the conference
yesterday was the most dangerous of
the temperance meetings .hold in this
town to the llquor Interests.
We do not thlnk that the cause of

true temperance has anything. to gain
by a local optlon election now. The
thing is -worklng itself out in a very
encouraging way. We do not believo
that prohibition wlll prohibit or ovor
has prohlblted anywhere; but thc curo
for the unqucstloned evlls of the llquor
trafflc ls to be found ln thc adoption
'ot laws that can ho enforced and in
Fuch regulatlon of the trafflc as wlll
keep lt under good control.

THE POOR MAN'S EXfiUSD.
Old lloraco Groeley's injunction to

jco West has become a proverb. It la
nothing more. The West is aboui like
.the rest of the country and offers the
byoung man little better chances of
if,'fortuno and of fame than ihe long
despised East. Of late. imltators of
Greeley havo been preaching a gospel
pt 'go South." seeing in ihe blessed
flclds and sacred soil of the South

".thc hope of the aspirtng young man.
There Is a good deal of solid sense
feack of this vlow, because down here
a man can certainly bo a man, and a

'.uccessful man. If ho wants to be.
Already, however, certaln leadirs

are preaching still another cirrisration.
The young man who really wants to
climb the ladder ot faino and reach
tbe heights of achiovement .should loolc

'. neithc-r West nor SGuth,-.hor Ea.st to
Kthe granite soil and granite hearts of
New England. Ho must look across
the Occan. England ls really ihe
place. for the young man who would
,llk_ to be a llguro in the world. Eng¬
land ia ihe place where labor brings
success and-abillty always gains ltsre-|
ward. Thero, lf anywhere, the labor-
,'lng man is tho prlnce, und thero. ifl

ganywhere, ihe workinan is tho ruler.
England, we are told. olfers many

. hining exaniplf-s of how thc poor inuy
.hope to ri8f, of how the hmnblo may

lu* exalted. ln the prcsuju I'arlja-

ment there are more thnn .0 men,
wlcldlng n. nrrcnt Iniluenco nnd tlestlticd
to a groat future In the niouldlhg of
tlie Emplro, who begnn thelr ciiroer ns

lnbnrcrs. \%"lmt thoy have done, other*
cnn do; the sti.ccss nnd thc glory antl
the honor whleli hns come to them
can como to nny young miin who
Wlllf*.
Then them Is Davld Uoyrl-Oeorgr.

th. chancellor. De.plt.e thc liyphen In
hls name. he was a poor man antl he
remalns the poor man'i. model. .Born
tho son of a Weish washerwoman, ho
owes no mnn anythlng, but reachod
liis present positlon because Englnnd
gives genlus Its opporttinlly. With
hlm, ns another shlning model, stands
lohn Burns, who hnd Hls slceves rollcd
up, hnd soot on hls face. worked as a

-tevedore and was a stevedore, untll
liis nbllity put hlm on the road to tho
place be now holds.
Thls Is finc. These men are models

and ought to be inodels; but their
-.urcess is no partlcular credit to Eng¬
land. In fact, they are what they aro

ln splto of tho Engllsh mlnd which
fawns at a t.itle and bows low before
a Ducal coronet. The snme men would
do tho same things here as In Eng¬
land; in Germany ns here, anywhere
an ln Germany. Ablllty antl not blrth,
genlus and not statlon reaily make
thc man. No soclety can stop tho man

who wllls to wln.

THE AVEST VIRGINIA "IM.OT."
Tho Whccllng Reglster smells a rat.

It does not aeem ablo to Idcntlfy the
rat or tllsposed to locate it, but it
inows there is a rat somewhere in the
lebt case now pendlng. In vagtie.
nysterlotts fashton, to chango thc
igure, thc Reglster sees-a plot to
"soak" West Arirglnia. Mr. .-.Ittleficld-..
.eport shows the plot. The recent
Vcst Virginia tax laws show It. The
vholc courso of legislation In that
itato polnts to tho same end. In fath-
nnlng tho plot tho Jteglstor reaches
his remarkable concliision:
"Tlie .linal conflrma.tiori of the sus-

ilclon that thls Stato Is the vlctim of
glgantlc steal wlll come in thc Su-

ireme Cotirt declslon. If Mr. Littlo-
ield's Hndings aro acceptcd by the
:oiirt anrl lts ruling hased upon Its
ilgher llKiires, proof onoilgh has been
iresented that the contcutlon Is cor-
oot. Thero Is no need of a play so

jross as on attempt to peryert the
idtirt, whleli could hardly bo success
Ul. A skllful manipulatlon of thc dc-
ense to the proper degree of fecblc-
icss could opon thc way to many pos-
il_.Ilit ffss."
We have no idea what the Reglster

s driving at. If it has ln mincl some

onspiracy betwcen West Vlrglnla pol-
ticlans to glve ..irginla tlie verdlct.
..eare neither surprlsed nor concerned.
hat would be a local iisht with
vhlrh Virpinia would have abso-
utely nothing to do. If the
ioliticlans of our sister State want,
or polltical reasons best known to

hetnsolves, io enforee the payment of
hc full debt due the former credltors
if the old Stato, wc shall not dlsputc
holr decision, so long. of course, ns

Lhey do not attempt any fraud or de-
cclt to which VlrRlnia shall bc ln any
sciipe a party.
There is just a chance that tho Rog-

ister and tbe pcoplo it represents think
that Vlrglnla is in the "plot." or, in
fact, tliat Vlrgjnla's suit is tlie plot.
Tlie former of these supposltlons Is
hlghly probable. Ilow could lt be
othcrwlse? Has not Virginia always
been on the best of terms with the Fed¬
eral Government? Havo wc not
trtickled and finvned and met roqulsi-
..ioiia for troops? And have wc not,
iver hero ln Old Vlrglnla, always been
he pet of evory Eedoral admlnlstra-
ion becauso tlie vote of this Common-
vealth was always in doubt? Ot
ourso w^e aro in the plot, and tlie Fcd-
ral administratlon ls in lt. The Su-
¦remc Court ls certainly ln lt, for that
iody has dealt gently wlth Virginia
ince the old days of Cohens vs. Vlr.
rlnia. Wc are surprised that the Reg-
ster had not discovercd this plot be-
ore now and had not cxposcd the

;ullty parties to lt.
If the suit brought by thls State is

f itself the "plot," we can soon relievc
he Registcr's uncertainties by confess-
ng the whole truth. Vlrglnla wants
ier rights in thls case.nothing more,

lothlng less. ln other days thls Com-

lionwealtlj gave to West Vlrglnla more

han West Vlrglnla gave to the treas-

iry, and wo now think West Virginia
an afford to rcfund the balance due.
Vo have no plot. Wc havo no mallce.
'hc suit ls a business matter, instl-
uted to tlx a doubtful questlon and to
(etermlne a risrht. Wo aro wllllng to
oavo that rlKht and that riuestion to

he Supreme Court, and promlso not to

ilscover a "plot" if tbe State lose.

nUI.AK-W-T FOR TIIE ilRIDE.
Thc J.une crop of brldes ln Rich¬

mond promises to bc lhe flnest that
has ever Viccti known iu this heavenly
clty, whero people love each other
becauso they can't help it, ;ind eyes
look love f. oyds whlch speak agaln.
Tho situatlon .compels-us-.to .glvo thls
liiy-out for a brlda-i broakfust. as it
has been prescribed by the Faslnon
edltion ot George llarvcy's multltuiil-
nous and mutiltifarlous, not to say ne-

farlous, engagements;
Coinpote of frult.
Asparagus bisquo

Ollves. Celcry.
Creamed t.callops. Wateroross.

Whlte fricassec of chlcken. Jlushrooms
Potato ruscs. French peaso.
Tlmbale cf rice. Green gages.

Mim sherbori.
Grco'n-pepper _ala<i, Cheeso balls,i'lKtaelilo mousse. Brldo's calt-a.

Green-and-whlta crystnllzcd fruits and
bonbons.
Qafe noir.

Of course, that is a llttlo rlch for
those days ol hlgh prices, and, exciiH-

ins the frtcasBeed chlcken and tho.
rice, tlit-tv- does not appear to be any¬
thing on the blll that would be worth
aiiy well-ratsed brlde's attontlon; but
lt sljows what brldea up Ndr.lh.'are cx-

jieptfcd to do, and ln the land of break-
i'a.t fuo.lt- antl pitteiucd foddcrs lt ls
probably i!>_ best tliat coulil' ba dono.'
Only tho other dny lhe Now York
Wui. was castlug aepei_lyna u,pqii Jhe

Iiinw of tho Hout.lt (there hasn't boon
an Inn In thc South sliice Alico Morso
Marle rode tn tho^Htago-coaclios of Iho'
Colotilal perlod!), and now wo aro
told hy a Vnnken authority that tho
rlght thlng for a brlde's breakfast Is
green-pepper salad, c.heeso hnlls, antl
mushrooms under a compoto of frult.
Tho crystallzcrt frult mlght bo all
rlght In tho winter tlme, but not In
tho len,fy month of Juno, whon nobody
ln those parts really wants anything
to oat because people horo llvo ut
thls tlmo of tho yoar just becauso they
can't help lt, nnd wouldn't lf they
could. Besldes, sllcos of hncon wlth
n. streak of lcan and a streak of fat.
nnd blg honiiny, and sausagcs wlth an

anccstry and beaton blscuits are wortj,
nll the wator crosses ond scnllops and
gages that could he assembleil not
only for the brldo. but for tho weddlng
company ns well. Whnt ls ncedod on

an occaslon of this klnd Is not mlnt
shnrbert. but mlnt julep, and if It Is
made after tho manner of thc "Wost-
moreland Club any brlde could mako

out her breakfast on It without any

trlmmlngs whatsoevor.

AVO.-IBX AND THE HYIin I.AW.
Thc new featuros of the Byrd ll¬

quor law need not cause concern.

Least ot all need moralists be alarmed
by that. sectlon which relates to tho
sale of lntoxlcants to womon. The

clause contalns no joker. It is no

great vlctory for the temperance folks,
and no great trlumph for thc llquor
Interests. It is merely an honest at¬

tempt to meet an cvll ln a scnsiblc.
doccnt fashion and to control lt, as

far as lt can bc controllcd, by law.
Thc nature of the average Southertl

man revolts at thc tdoa ot a woman

ln a saloon. She has no business
there. Sho has no rlght thero. She

cannot'be a truo woman and bo there.
Yet, as evory man knows, under for¬
mer laws, many bars woro frequonted
by womon. Aside from thoso who
camo cautloitsly to tho sldo-doors and
handed ln thelr tln-palls or thelr
plichera.. women frequently came to
tho bar and bought thelr plnt or thelr
quart of llquor. In many States, tho
laws permlt thom to use the bars ns

men do.to carouse and to dance. to

make merry and to get drunk.
This ls not posslble under tho new

Byrd law, which is now ln effect. No
woman can bo cmployod ln a bar, andl

no woman can purchaso llquor at ai

bar. Sho. cannot come to tho door

and have others get tho llquor for her.
She cannot herself entcr the bar and

make tlie purchase. The cvll practice
is broken up altogothor, to the good of

soclety and to tho salvation of many
women.

Thc law does not prohiblt tho sale
of llquor to women in hotel dining
rooms, or in any other apartment, at¬

tached to a bar. other than ln tho bar

itself. A woinan, who has a room ln

a hotel, or a woman who lunches In

the dlning-room of a hotel, can be

served wlth llquor. This ls not all

that mlght bo deslred. It leaves

loop-hole which may be ufed to foster

"private dining rooms" and "French
restaurants," but lt Is certainly a

great stop forward.
We hopo for better things ln thc

future, for the protection of thoso wo¬

mon who are not always able to pro¬
tect themsolvcs. We should Uke to

soo the law strlct enough to forbld
thc posslbllltlos of Intoxlcatlon among
women In restaurants or hotels, just
as we should llko to see the day
ivhen no man would be lntoxieatcd.
But we must move slowly towards
Lhat goal, maklng tho best of women

ind women as they aro.

'.YOU BET" AN'D IIIGII PRICES.
Everybody ia blamlng everything

ind everybody else for high prices of
late. Tho consumer blanies the grent
_reed of tho producer; the producer
.lames thc great appetite of thc con-

.urher. Thc Indopendent blames the
trust, and the trust blames the pec
[ile. Tho wise ones blame thc tariff,
ind the makers of the tariff blamo ^
those who do not appreciato a good
:hlng when they see it. Almost every- ,
ihlng we cat or do, or, drlnk or say ls

ilamed, dlrectly or Indirectly, for high
irlccs.
Out in California they have found j

romcthlng to blame. That somethlng
is tho You Bct Mlnlng District. You ,
Bct, it seems, ls a relic of the old

lays ol tho forty-nlnors. It was a

5reat stakc when tho pralrio schoon-
er's wero ralsing tho dust ln Utah,

'

Dr crosslng thc mountalns of Colorado,
as they crept on to the ElDorado of

tho Sunset country. Peoplo had al¬

most forgottcn that You Bet ever pro- j
duced any "pay dlrt" untll somo mlner
went there a few years ago, aud sunk
,i shaft. Ho kept al lt month ln,
month out, until now he has declded
he has mado enough ¦and ls,. golng to

seli out. ln calm but satlal-Od, tones
ho announces thnt hls work at You
Bei notted hlm $20-1,000.
This has glven tho high prlce harp-

les their chanco to scroam. YVhat 13
thc uso of worklng, they declare, and
what ia tho uso of tolllng to mako a

llvlng. whon the old oarth producos
enough gold to make the money cheap
and tho provlslons high, How is the
poor man to mako a llvlng, whon gold,
gold, gold ls pouiing ln, not only from
tho South Afrlcan flelds nnd from the
Klondyko reglon, but even from-.old,
out-worn, and forgottcn mlnes llko
You Bet, Unless the stream of gold
ceases, tho wa.ry aro crylng, prlcos
wlll bo hlgher and stlll highor.
Thore ls somethlng of poetry about

the You Bet dlgglngs, but thoro ls
stlll more ol truth about the story.
Gold after all la only a monsuro of
valuo. If tho labor required to pro-
duco thc gold is lessened, and If tho
gold ls moro ahundarit, tho measure

must be changed. The prlce of other
staples, moasurc.d absolutely, may ro¬

maln tho same, hut tho prlco of the
mimo staplcH, niousured ln i-.hoap guld,

t.Wl|l be hlgher. Thln, to bo BUi\_,..lq.

poor consol.-illnn for tho worklng man

Who sees wngcs Incrense once, whlle
prices Inerotisr* a tlossen times; but
II l_ probably Ihe fnel,
Thc woist piirt nbout lhe whole af¬

fair Is that wc have no rellof. Wa
cnnnot upsot tho whole gold theory;
we cannot establlsh 11. new medium of

exchange. Wc have lo take prices nn

they are nnd accept g_ld ns we can

get *, whether lt hc hlgh or low or

In between.

SOME MAItATIIO.VS,
One of the worst things about the

American pnople ls thnt they carry a

good thing too far. They get nn Idea
nnd they llke it. Thoy take It up, they
push II. they carry lt to thc llmlt, and
thon strotch It a little farther. They
make n now llmlt and pass that ngaln
nud agaln, Before tho Idea ls droppfifl
It has become something very different,
from what It wns when It was hogun.
Tho Mnrathon was such an Idoa. it

was a good thing to have one Mara-
thon.'just to show thc Greeks that
American dry goods clerks could oiitrun
all tho stirccssors of Pheldippldos. It
was not a bad Idea to havo a Mnrathon
on thls sldo of the Atlnntlc, to show
our people how our athletes dld tho
work ln Athens or lu London. But tho
idea dld not stop here. Wlly promolers
had Marathons every where for every¬
body who could put ono leg ln front
of the othcr. '.hose races killed n

number of men and broke tho wlnd
of many more, but they went on untll
they eeased to draw crowds or interest
the public.

It appears now that they are got-
ing up new Marathon... Out In Cull-
fornia.on Sunday, of course.they
hnd a Marathon dance. Seven couplcs
entered the race to show all conicrs
that as long as the muslc lnstod thoy
could last. Two of the seven couplcs
broke down in tho course of somo slx
hours or so, but flve others contlnued
dancing until tho police nnd the phy¬
sicians declded they would klll them-
selves if they dancod any longer. Tho
physicians were doubtless rlght, and
the police were certainly not wrong,
though, to be sure. the danco must
have been something awful If It wns
too much for the coast. If they had
stopped the dance when it began the
authorltles would have shown better
sense.
Of course. wc are to havo othcr

Marathons. Now that we have begun
them wo do not know when to stop.
.Whlle wc are about it, however, wc
might as well havo some .Marathons
that may bc Instrtictivc as well as

amuslng, or both.
We have several Marathons In mlnd.

which we are willing to start as soon

;is entrles are offered. We would nat-
urally prcfer a Marathon for Presldcn-
tlal candidates, but that wlll be use¬

less, becuuso every one knows there
is no use in having a race when a

Certaln Party is a sure wlnner. In
lleu of thls, wo propose a talking
Marathon for thc members of Con¬
gress. Wc should like lo have It es-

lablishcd, once and for all. who is the
longe.-i-w!ndcd man in tho Housc. Is
It Chuinp Clarke hlmself? Is it the
immortnl Galnes? Is it some one yet
unknown to fame? As soon as old Joe
Cannon is dlsposcd of, for good and
for all. thls eontest should begln.
If this plan prove Impractlcable, wo

should llke, for the public weal, to
have a trust-bustlng Marathon. Who
ls the real, the genulno destroyer of
illcgal combinations in restralnt of
trado? Is it old Taft himself, or

Wlckcrsham? ls It the mighty One of
America. so soon to resumo hls place
ns thc Pliot of our Destinies? A
philanthroplc Marathon might also be
a good idea, and a prof 1 tablc one. Will
Andy be outdlstanccd by tho new

l-'ounder? Wlll Morgan begin late and
snd In the lead? Will Mrs. Sage wln
Lhe race by glving all and slghin^
for moro to glve?

lf we must havo Marathons, let us

iiave these and save our legs and our

svlnd.

¦WHAT THE I'APEHS TIU.VK.
ln the oplnion of the Pctersburg

[ridex-Appeal, the longer a Democratic
:onvention Is deferred in Virginia "the
greater will ..c Uie Injury to the Dem-
icratlc party"

"For lhe snke of tho Democratic
larty," says the Index-Appeal, "let us

ill be glad that thero Isn't" any other
3ryan than Wllliam .Tcnning Bryan:
uit as long as he llves thore wlll be
10 room for any other ln the party.
ft'e havo not thc least doubt that he
,vlll bo a candidate for President In
IPI2, or, what is worse, that he will
lominate the party to lts undolng.

Under the Owen bill, passed at tho
.ecent session of Lhe Leglslature, thore
s sald to be a provislon which will
jnable dealers in soft drinks to sell
'pure apple cider," and some of our

_onteinporaries think that thls "puts
lhe sale of aleohollc llciuor right Into
:iny dry territory that may be desired,
unless thc blll stlpulated against. such
¦iiile." Such at any rate is the fear
sntcrtalned by tho Roanoke Evening
World.

The Staunton Daily Leader thlnks
that "Democrats must not lay too
much stress on tho defeat of tho Speak¬
er in thls partlcular lnst___.." That's
so. Tho Speaker ls down and out; but
tho Republlean party ls still ln the
majorlty ln Congress. Besldcs, wlth
tho Speaker'.. wlngs cltpped, what
advantnge wlll ll be, when tho Demo-
crats obtain control in tho noxt Con¬
gress, to have a Spoaker whq can't do
some of tho things Speaker Cannon has
boen doi.. to us for tho last seven
years?

Plnchot has salled for London ln re-
sponse to a cabio dlspatch from the
Colonel that he would llke to meet hlm
thcr6. Thc plot thlckens, Balllnger
ought. to get away as soon ns tho ln-

Whrn wc uiidcrtakc
tlie advertising of your
merc liaiulU. you might
aa well prepare for in¬
creased busm.ii-.
Kirhmond Advsrtls-

ing Aftency, Inc.
Mutual Buildlng. >

vost.lgatlon Ih over, nnd old Tnft should
begin lo walk tho chalk. Tho Colonel
Is coming hnck homo,

Tho Texas Chrlstlan Oonnnonwealth.-
though why a pupel- wlth such a name
ns thnt should be publlshcd In Toxns
wo do nol know.sn.yi. that Mr, Col-

[¦"llt'llt has decllned to entet* Into Jolnt
jdehntes wlth Cone Johnson, who, lt
clalms, hns no match on the stump In
Toxns oxcopt tho IlOn. Joseph Weldon
Balley. ln tho clrcumstanc.es, why dld
nnybody ever thlnk of runnlng Col*-
qitltt agalnst JohnsonV Isn't It true
thnt tho mnn wlth tho mouth ls the
man who wlns theso dnys?
Accordlng to tho Saturday News, ot

Dobson, N\ c, Androw Jackson took
tho oath of ofrico ns a procticlng at¬
torney nt Rlclunond on November 12,
1787, from. which fact It. would not bo
hard to prove that Androw was a Vii
glnlan.

Tho Colonel ls sald to* hnve glven
orders thnt hls reception shall be whol-
ly without excllemcnt. When he wos

nomlnnted for Vlcc-I'resldent nt the
convontlon ln Phlladelphla, It wlll bo
recollected thnt he attended tho con¬

vontlon lu slouch hat. khakl nnd boots
and spurs, so thnt he mlght escape ob-
scrvntlon. But old Tom Platt caught
sight of hlm nnd nominatcd hlm to klll
hlm. llc was the only man dreas'ed
that way at the convontlon, although,
of courso, he dld not expoct to attrnct
attention. lt Is probably tho samo
wlth tho orders tha't there shall bo
nothing but a qulet tlme whon ho
Innds In New York. Everybody wlll
turn out to soo hlm, nnd he wlll not
be nblo to resist the enthusiasm.

Does anybody happen to know ex-

nctly how Mr. Secrotary Knox got out
of thc Nlr-araguan sltuatlon?

The approprlatlon of $250,000 for the
Improvement of thc James Rlver Is a

start In the rlght dlrectlon, and lt
ought to be tho beginnlng of contlnu-
Ing approprlatlons until thore shall bo
a doep shlp channcl from Richmond to
thc sea.

It Is sald that tho woman suffragcttos
of Baltlmore havo determlned to in-
vade rtlehniond early next month, and
we ought to recelve them wlth open
arms. Doubtlcss the women of Virginia
would come nearer votlng rlght than
the men, but. most nmazlng pnradox.
that Is one of the reasons why they do
not care for the suffrage, and why
they should not have lt.

A school has been opened ln Boston
for the purpose of teachlng tho glrls
of that town how to hecomc Ideal
wives, mothers and home-makers. Tho
flrst thlng for thom to do Is to catch
thelr htisbands.

It ls a, llttle strange, and must be
somewhat dlsappolntlng to tho Ptc.'I-
dent that ln hls defense of tho "rtown-
wnrd tariff," "Old Plneappletl." and
"Old Molasscs," and "Old Sassafras"
have kept mum.

In a partlcularly «t>lc article, thc
ourrent number of Harpcr's Bazar,
gives some excellent advico as to the
correct posltlon ln standlng whleh we
commend to the attentlon of George
Balley, of the Houston Pest. as follow*
¦¦Chest up Is the essentlal dlrectlon,
and one mlght almost say the only one
needed, since ln liftlng the chest the
shoulders aro at the samo tlmo thrown
back and down nnd thc abdomen drawn
ln; to swell thc chest wlth a full. deep
brenth, and to hold thc posltlon, ls the
secret of the correct posltlon." Tho
point ln thls statement that ought to
be of especlal Interest to thp edltor
of tho Texas paper Is that which re-
lates to tho posltlon of that part of hls
anntomy with which the diaphragm ls
intimatoly assoclated. He would ap¬
pear to very much better advantage If
he would keep it always "drawn ln."

A bcautlful. old lady wlth snow-whltc
halr said yosterday: "In Richmond
thero used to ho so many pretty gar-
dens, and now there aro so few; the
whole thlng is changed." Bless her
soul! The grass is just beginnlng to
grow. and In a little tlme we shall
have more beautiful gardens here than
could possibly be found In any other
town in thls country, if not In tho
world. This is, in fact", thc garden
spot of the world.
"The roses nowhere bloom so whlto

As In Virginia."

When they were bluff Ing about put¬
tlng down Cannon. the "Czar," the Re¬
publlcans wero just wonderlng whom
they would make Czar ln hls place.

lt is a little hard, even on Roose¬
velt, to invite him to vislt Denver be¬
fore ho gets back home. It's lnhospl-
tablc to punlsh hlm thls way.

Plttsburg was greatly dlsappolntcd
bocau.se thc alleged confession nf
fonnor Councilman Klein, of that
town, accused only slxty Councllmen
of graft.

No colluloid collars for Cleveland
police, says Chief Golden Rule Kohler.
This ls too great a revolution, even
for Cleveland. Kohler is maklng trou¬
ble for hlmself.

The only reason that nobody has
clisputcd what tho Chlcago savnnls
say about tho world belng 100,000,000
ycars old, is that nobody can make
a safor guess.

Just as we oxpocted, tho suffragottes
aro no longer ablo to draw crowds
to their London meetings. it's all be¬
causo thc police clon.'t put tho womon
ln jall any more.

"When Presldent Taft. sald the coun¬
try ought to spend more on ralslng
men and less on ralslng cattle, h©
forgot that the torms aro synonymous
ln tho Mlddle'. West.

A feUpw ip Now Y*ork says' he fell
slxty foet off a roof and baroly scratoh-
otl hlmself. Wo would thlnk tho fol¬
low was just ly.ng if wo dld not know
how hard somo Now Yorkers' heads
really are._
We are told that the personal beauty

of Kranz Hals and hls frau was not
an'assot in tho plcturo Otto Kahn. of
Now York, bought for $500,000.

Mayor Gaynor, of New York, .wlll
novor wln ln another contest for tho
mayoralty. Ho cut salarios $300,000 lu
ono month, j
They mado two now admlrals ln

Washington Frlday just to show' that
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Daily Queries and Answers
Address all comrnunlcatlona for thls column to Querjr Edltor,

Times-DIspatch. Noma-hematical problems wlll be solvcd, no coina
or stamps valued and no dealers' names wlll bc glven.

Tenmit nnd l.Hndlord.
If ft party rents thc lower Ilat nnd

have thc prlvilege of using thc bath-
room In lhe upper flat n.nd pays Jl
each month for lights,- does that in¬
clude llght ln tho bathroom?

II. M. h.
Wc should certainly think the renter

of tho lower thu was entltled to a
llght ln the bathroom, but as thc llght
probably wlll not cost over 10 cents
a mon tli, we hardly seo where lt ls a
vary vitnl matter.

Thc IJyril I.iiw.
Is there a law preventlng saloons

from selllng women beer or whiskey
ln packages? If so, when dld It ro
Into cfToot? A SUBSCIUBER.

Yes. Thc new Byrd law prohibits
such sales, and ls now In force.

WrUlnis n Wlll.
Pleaso teli me If a marrled woman

can make her wlll. and wlll It be legal
If she slgns lt without wltnesses. lf
she can't mako lt without wltnesses,
can she have some woman and man
lo sign lt wlth her? Wlll ft then bo
legal? A READER.

If thc woman wrlto the wlll in her
own hand, eertlfy each page of lt. and
declare the will to be wrltten by her¬
self. tho wlll is valld without wlt¬
nesses.

Itedermlng Mlck Money.
Can I -.end a (iitarter of a dollar

thnt is so sllck that no one wlll take
It here lo Washington, D. C. and sret
it redeemed? A RKAUEU.
Twenty dollars or more of worn coln

may be redeemed at lts face value,
but smaller quantltios wlll not be re¬
deemed. Your other nuestlon cannot
he answered in thls column.

CemtiiN Eiiutnprn.orN.
1. Pleaso inform me when the enu-

merdtora of the consuH will receive no¬
tice of thelr appolntments.

2. Is lt a fact tbat there wlll be
a (Ilvision of the census work, that
ls, will negroes he appolnted to take
the census of thelr nice. and whltes

appolnted to take tho census of thelr
race? A SUBSCR1BUR.

1. Those who have not alreadv re¬
ceived notice 'wlll recclvo It In the
courso of a fow days,

2. As far as posslble, yes.

I.onii Interest.
ls lt lawful for n. loan offlce ta

chargo 50 cents Interest on Jl?
A SURRCRIBER.

No. Any agreement whlch stlpulatcs
on Ils faco that Interest is to be SO
por cent. ls Illegal.
"Oh Vou Kid," Etc.

1. Please teli me the orlgin of thn
expression, "Oh, you kid,"

2. What paper In the Cnlled State*
has the largest clrculatlon? L. K. M.

1. Like other slang cxpressions of
\he day, thls phraso has no known
origin.

2. Tho Now York World or the Chi¬
cago News.

A Hiiek l_«uc, Elc.
1. Pleaso toll me whether I can get

a Sunday Tlrnes-Olspatch of February
.5, 1'JIO. or not. and. If so, whore.

2. ls there a place in Rlchmond
where gold plating on Jewelry can be
done? A READER.

1. A few copies of thls Issue can ba
secured from our business ollice by
prompt application.

2. A number of dealers plate Jew<_lr_v
In thls clty. but thelr names cannot ba
glven ln thls column.

Dlvldins Kcdo.ii.
If A, without notice to Ti. puts a

fence on the line and cuts out ln be¬
tween tho line troes. and cuts down
two glazed trees, glazed by the county
Buryeyor, also, can A plle up rails on
the fence and use It to xuit hlmself?
What ls the puplshment for A7

ANXIOUS.
If A keeps to the line we can see

no reason why he "cannot plle up
rails." If he'destroys the llni» m»rk.t
A is liabie to punishment. If A cuw
down line trees he is liabie to line of
not less than J5 or more than JiiOO.

SIR SAMUEL EVANS
AND SUFFRAGETTES

HY LA .lAKQlISE DE FONTE.VOY.

SIR SAMUEL EVANS. the new pres¬
ident of the Divorce Court. in

^_, London, that ls to say, of the
only court ln England which has

tho right lo grant judicial scparations
or to sever matrtinonial bonds. has
un American wlfe, in tbe person of
thy former Mlss lilanche Rule, dauch-
ler of Charles Rule, of Clnclnnatl. O.,
and is an object of pot averslon to thc
suffragcttes, ln consequenco of his re-
spotislbillty for the defeat of thelr
cause ln the liouse ot Commons on an
occasion when. snve for hls interfer-
ence, they might havo won a brilliant
victory. It was nbout four years ago.
when the subject of femintne franchise
suddenly and unexpcctedly cropped un
during th'e dlnner hour. owlng to the
withdrawal of a number of othcr mo-
lions.
The government was not prepared

for the debate. There was a proba-
blllty that if a divislon had been taken
the suffragottes might win the day.
whereupon Sir Samuol Evans rose ln
hls seat and began to speak. Ho con¬
tlnued speaking without cessation for
two hours and a half, practically talk-
Ing the motion out. and thus nrevent-
Ing the success of the consnlracv to
secure a snap divlsion. Whllo he
spoke, pantlenionltim was raised ln the
ladies' gallery behind the. grllle. There
were shrleks from the fair oecupants
of "Dlvide!" and of "We rotuse to have
our blll talked out!" whlle a flag. wlth
the legend, "VoteH for Women," pro-
truded through the grllle untll the po¬
lice invaded the gallery and turned the
fair rioters out.
Mr. Redmond, the leader of the Irish

party. asked tho Speaker whether lt
was in accordanco wlth deconcy that
pollcemcn should be called into the
gallery to turn ladies out. Where¬
upon the Speaker. polntlng to tho pro-
jectlng canopy of his chalr, declared
that he was "unfortunately the only
person ln the liouse who could not see
what was going on." and decllned to
interfere. In fact, tho only two peo¬
ple ln tho Ifouse. who remalned per-
fectly calm and unruffled on this oc¬
casion woro the Speaker and Sir Sam-
ue! Evans.

Sir Snmuel is the son of a Skewen
iradosman. that is to say, of a small
shopkeeper: was edticated. llrst at the
local gramm'a'r school. afterwnrds at
the collegiato school at.Swahsoa, com
plotlng his instructlon at the Unl¬
verslty Collego of Wales. Hls father
had rearod him for the Nonconformist
pulplt. But he preforred the law, be-
cfme a country town solleitor, and in
course of time wa.s'sont by his fellow-
Welshmeh to Parliament, about tho
same tlmo as hls brother Welshmnn,
Llovd-George. After reacblng London
he 'abandoned his practlce as sollcltor
to becomo a membor of the bar, soon
wlnnlhg a largo practlce. But he owos
hls appolntment. llrst to the offlce of
Sollcitor-Gerieral and now to the nrest-
dencv of tho Divorco Court, whlch car-
rles with it a salary of $30.ono a year
and a peerage on retirement. to hls
polltical servlccs ln the Houso of Com¬
mons.

.ludgc'H IlulldogN.
Judgo Blghnm. whom ho Is succeed-

Inp in tho nresldency of the Divorco
Court, and who on hls reslgnution from

tho bench has just beon raised to tho
House of Lords, llalls from Llverpool.
ls tho son and helr of a very wealthy
Llterpool inerchuut. and was hlmself
in business for somo twelvo yoar.. un¬
tll when, conslderably after thirty
years of age. hc commenced studvlng
law. was called to the bar and bccamo
a member of the legal professlon.
where hls mercantllc tralning nroved
Immonsely valuable In hla practice. and
proved evon stlll more uscful on hls
elevatlon to thc bench. where hls crasn
ot- all the commerclal cases brought
t.cforo hlm created a good deal of
rcgret when he was appointed presl¬
dent of tho Divorce Court. Hc was
even still more- ot a success there,
largely by reason of thc fact that he
Is a thorough man of the world, and
a well-known and popular llguro, In
London soclety, wlth which he dos-
scsses a tnoro Intlmate acqualntancs
than any of hls predecessors In tho
presldency of ihe Divorce Court. wlth
the solltary exceptlon of the lato Lord
St. Heller. He may be sald to have
granted decrees of divorce vin a very
grudglng nmnntr, and lt used to take
far more to satlsfy hlm ln thc way
of evldence than it dld any other judgo
beforo ho would c.onsent to crant a
reloase from matrlmonial bonds.
Whlle at the bar, he sat for a tlm«

In the Houso of Commons. as one of
the Unionlst members for Llverpool.
He Is short. sturdy and clean shaven.
except for a susoicion of whiskers. and
Is so short-slght.d that he Is abso¬
lutely lost without hls glasses. In
fact, on more than one occaslon. both
when a leader at the bar, nnd after
hls elevatlon to thc bench, commor¬
clal cases of immenso lmportance have
virtually deponded upon tho flndlng of
hls glasses, which he ls forever loslng.
Hls London houso Is ln Palaco Gate,

almost opposite the homo of the late
Slr .Tohn MUlals, and he is a great
lover of dogs, two of whlcli-.podigreo
bulldogs.aro always wlth hlm. They
usually accompanied hlm to court ln
the mornlng and waltlng in hls cham-
bers until tho day's work wos over.
Sometlrnes, however, they used to os-
capo from the chambcrs, would get
out on. to' tho street, make for th»
nearost cab stand, jump into th«
Ilrst hansom on tho llne, and, com-
fortably enpconclng themselvcs on the
cushlons, would refuso to be turned
out by "the driver. Thls eithor ondod
by tholr belng rocognlzed by somo
policeman who was called to tho ros-
cuc, or olso ln tho dlscovery of th«
naine of tho owner on thelr collar,
wheroupon tho cahman would drlv«
thom homo to Kenslngton, where. th«
dogs would allght, -as lf groatly on*
joying tho joke. and walt whllo the
cabman rang tho bell and oollccted
tho fnre.
Tho new poer has two sons, tho old¬

est of whom, Cllvo, formerly ln th«
Gronadlor Guards, has boen honoraryattacho of tho embassles at Constan-
tlnople, Vlonna and Rome, as well as
ot tho logatlon of Pekln. whero '.'h<_
found' hlmself durlng thc Boxer in-
Biirreetton, taking part ,_n tho defense.
Ho iilso acted as ono of tho corra-
spondents of tho London Tlmos durlnn
tho AVar between Russia and Japan.
(Copyright. luin, by tho Brontwood

Company.)

Persons Unfamiliar With Banking
Are cordially invited to" niakc inquiries at tfce MERCHANTS NATIONAL
BANK regarcling tho manncr of opening savings aud checking accounts, thc
great conveniencc and ccoiiomy of scttling bilis by check, of sending, money
in small or large siims, and elther points regarcling tlie handling of money,
AU sucli qucstions rcceivc careful and courleous attention.

Merchants National Bank of Richmond
ELEVENTH AND MAIN STREETS.


